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It is time to prepare to have your students involved in our annual MACS Essay and poetry Contest for Grades 4 _ 6,Jr. High (grades 7 - 9) and Sr. High {grades 10_ 12). Wetrustyouwill encourageeach ofyourstudents in thesegrades to participate!

All 13 pages you need to print out are here. please read over the gu ideljn es sheet carefu lly. you arewelcometo
use the judging s heets to narrow down your entries to two per grade levet toreach category. Schoolsshouldphotocopy their school entries if theywish to markon them as t-hey perform their schooi jraging. Originat *ort,must be submitted without any marks for the state competition. Schools shoulO onlysend the o-riginaicopy. vourjudging sheets should remain inyour possession. After judging, the entraes will be mailed back to your schoolalong with the judging sheets so each student may review their.

The cost for each student per category is $8.00 for member schools and $9.00 for non-MACS member schools. A
S25 late fee will be charged for registrations postmarked after December 5,2025. Complete the registrationform, make checks payable to MACS and send to:

2680 East M21,Corunna,Mi 48817

RegistratiOns fnailed tO: uncs Essay & poetry contest
lmmanuel Baptist Academy NOTE: TH|S tS A NEW ADDRESS!!
2680 E. M-21
Corunna, Ml 48817

lwill be receiving entries fo r the poetry a nd essay contest a nd getting them to the person grad ing them. All
entries must be received by January 8, 2026. please mail the entries as soon as they are finished {before the
Christmas break, if possible).

Entrles'maiied‐ to: Sue Schmit
523 E. Mason Street
Owosso, Ml 48867

NOTE:THisls A NEVV ADDRESS::

Respectfully,

Thank you for your support and participation in the MACS Essay and poetry Contest. Asalways,ifyouhaveany
questions, pleasefeel free to contact me at sueschmie@smail.coln or gI0.2g7.3447.

Sue Schmig
MACS Essay and poetry Contest Coordinator

" €dtt qtitn W em 1Seliete Jn"



MiCHlGAN ASSOCIAT10N OF CHRISTIAN SCHooLS

POETRY&ESSAY REG:STRAT:ONF(DRM

School Name:

Phone:

Address:

Administrator

Testing Supervisor: Email:

Send this form along with your Registration Fee (make checks payable to MACS) to:

nIACS Essay and poetry Contest
lmmanuel BaptistAcademy
2680 E. M-21
Cofunna, Ml ,t8817

Registration and Registration Fee is due December 5, 2025

We are a MACS Memberschool:

Number of4th-6th Entries:

Number Ofフth-9th Entriesi

Number Of 10th-12th Entries

We are nOta MACS memberschOOI:

Nunlber Of 4th-6th Entries:

Number of 7th-9th Entries:

Number Of 10th‐ 12th Entriesi

Total Poetry & Essay Fees:
(No refunds will be issued)

S8.00 Fee=S

S8.00 Fee=S

S8.00 Fee=5

S9.00 Fee=s

59.00 Fee=S

S9.00 Fee=5

Ｘ

Ｘ

Ｘ

Ｘ

Ｘ

Ｘ

For Poetry & Essay, entries are limited to two per grade, per category, please.

Late Fee:

A S25 late fee will be charged for registrations
Postmarked after December S, 2025.

S25.(〕 O Late Fee=s

S

***Please note, the poetry and essay ENTRIES are to be
mailed to Sue Schmig, 523 E. Mason St., Owosso, Mt

48867***



GUIDELINES
MICHIGAN ASSOCIAT10N OF CHRISTIAN SCH00LS

Jr・ High POc町 and Essay Contcst
Grades 7-9

A. Creative Writing: poetry

l. To enhance the qurliq, of uorknmnship, srudens nrirl,be given the poetry ropic on the
Monday beiore the Fnday tesring d.rre.' Ho*eve.. no p.+iriaen rnrterirL nuy be brouuht ro

- rhe rcsrmg sessror:. All uork tumed ir.nrut lx conrplercd during rhe one houi r.sring ri,"rr.l. Previorsly wrinen poers will not be ailou.ed.
3. Legibi[t,rvill h a requirement fbr eraluation.
4. No relerence nr.rterials, except for a dictionary ancl a thesaLuu pncvided by rhe resr procror,

x,ill be allou.ed-
5. Each srudent will provide and use .r blue or bl.rck bJlpoint oen.o. Peper Mll be provided by the rcsr procror.
7. Evlluariorr shrll be .rccording to rlie folJowing critcri.l:

r. 20'i, Developnrenr of,subjecr/1lcnre: -subjcct/thenre 
is cle.rrly presented.h. 20% Lrngurge: Word choice.rnd inuges conrribute o .,.dersundi,.,r rhe nressrge or.

purpose oi poenr Proficient r.se of poetic device (personiii.rtion, nl""rapho./r;ii", .".fc. 20'2, Stn_rcture: The Lsage oI tbnrr, inete., rhy-e lnd consistenr poericib",r rr" .r.;t1, 
-

d is tinguis hab Ie.

d. J0'2, Ge.rtivity Originrl or unique prcsenurion in pocric lornr-e. 207, Proofreading/ Ediring: Skilliuluse ot voc.rbuliry proper in4rlen.renntion oi
gr.rnrnur. proiiciency in spellinu. .rnd neluress.

B. Creative Vriting: Essa1,

L To enhlncc rhequ.rliry ol r,,orhnurrslrip, sn_rdens nu1 be given the topic [or Crearive Wririnr
on rhe Mondr) belore the Fr.idrvresring d.rte. However. rro pre-lrittin nukrirls nuy be
brought.to the testing sessior.r. AII qorirunred in mur be co'mpleted ddng ,h;" 1ror.
restng tune.

2. No rclircnce rmterials, except a dictionaryand a thesaunrs provided by the test proctor, u.ill
lx .rllorird.

3. Each srudent lilJ pror.ide arrd tse .r blue or black blllpoinr pen.
+. P.rper will be pror ided br rhe resr procror.
5. Ev:rluuion shall be .rccording ro thc iollorving criteri.r:

a. 209/o Derelopmenr of Subjec/Therne 
- 

: presents losical and undentandable poins
rthted to d.re topic.

b. 
]!121, lnjry Ser.uences,/paragraphs der,elop the idea stated in topic senrerrce.c. 20'l, Coherence: Deuils are in good ordel and rtlationships benreen details ar: clear.

d. 20?6 Ge;rtiviqr Presens the ropic in .rn interesting and/or unique sg,le.e. 207" Prooirerdrng/ Ediring:. SlvlJiul.ue ol vocabj.rry p,.oper irnplerirenation oi
granurur, proficiencyin spellirg, and ,.,e.rtn.ss oi ,l.,..n*cripr torni.



GUIDELINES
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN SCHoOLS

Sr.High Poct,and Essay Contcst

Grades 10‐ 12

A. Creative Vriting: Poetry

,1. . 
To enhanc-e. the qualiry of uorknr,rnship, studen$ may be given the poetry topic on the Monday

betore rh^e,,Fridav resrirg dare. 
.Howeuer., 

no prc-written ,,rl.hk ,*1,be brought ,o ,f," ,.r,i,1g
sesson. All *ork rumed in must be completed during the one hour resurg tu.rre.
2. Previouly wrinen poen:s will not be ailoued.
3. tegibilirywill be a requirement fbr eval-ntion.
4. No reftrence marerieh, except fbr a dictionary and a thesaurus provided by the

test proctor, l,ill be allowed.
5. Each sn-rdenr will provide and ue a blue or black ballpoint pen.
6. Paper will be provided by the test proctor.
/. Evaluation shall be according to the follos,ing criteria:

a. 207,, Development of Subject/Theme: Subject/theme is clearlypresented.
b. 20%, Langurge; Vord choice and images contribute to ,nd",sl'rdinr d.," ..*.."s. o,

--... lurpose oigoenr Prolicient r.se of poetic device (penoniiicarioi, nxnphoi/simile, etc.)
c. 20'lo Strucrure: The usage of fbrm. nreter, rhyrre and consistent petic tbmr'are ersih,

distinguishable.
d. 20% Geativiqr Originalor unique presenndon in poetic ionn
e. 207" Prooirtading,/Ednin$ Skill{ul use of vocabuliry proper implemenration oi gnmmar,
proficier,cy in spllirrg, and ne.ruress.

B. Expositoru Writing: Essay

I 
To :r]hrnce 

the qu.rliry oi uorknunship, srudenr may he given rhe topic ior Crearive 
.Vriring 

on
dre Mond.ry belorc dre Frid.ry testing d.rrc. Horrer er, no frc_rwincn nurcnals nuy be b-u,:h"t ro

- the testing session. All irork tumed in must be completediuring rhe one hou r..t'i,,g rir*. '2. ,\n cssat rvill lte dcfurerl as a rvrittcn explcssio,r of the authrrr,s idlas:
a. Stared in a thesis in the Iint paragraph.
b. Supponed :1nd proven in three to five paragraphs in rhe bodli e.rch inuoduced by opic

senrences that relrrte dira:tly o the topic bur each prcviding .r different .r.gunrenr o. [,rci. 'c. Concluded with .r sunlrurizing pangraph u,hich resurtes th1 thesis.
3. Essap.t,rinen in the fint person will be disqualified.
4. t-egibiliw ri,ill be a requirenrnt [or evaluation.
5. No retirence nuterials, except a dictionary and a thesaunrs provided by rhe test procror, s.ill [x

allowed.
6. E:rch snrdent will provide and use a blue or black ballpoint pen.7. Prrpr will be provided by rhe resr protror.
E. Eralu.rtion sh.:ll be accordinc to the lbllowinc criteria:

a. 20% Developnrnt of"Sub jectlTh"-"i pi"."rro logical and undenandable poinrs related to
the ropic.

b l0|,a, Ulity Sentences/. pangraplrs develop the idea sr.rted in topic senrence.c. lO'lo C-oherence: Details are in good order, and reletionship berrieen deurils ,lre cle.u..d. 20 Z, Creativity Presena the topic in an inreresting and/or^unique sn,le.e. 207,, Proofnading/Edirurg: Skilllul L,.e oi *o..ab"ulrry,, propei impL,lrenrrdon of gnnxrur,
proiiciency in splling,.rnd neltness ol manuscript iolm.'



JUN10R′SENIOR H:GH CREATiVE WR:TING:POETRY

EVALUAT:ON SHEET

Student #:

EⅥluatiOn shali be accOldhg Ю ttt f。10wmg cltera

l.20%Deve10pmntOfsuttcプ the曖 :
SubieCt/them s cleallyp“ send.
GDn■1lenも :

2.2e/"Lrnguage:
\Vord choice and irrngcs contribute to undersunding the
ntessage.or puryose of the poenr \(iriter proficiendy uses poetic
drvrces (person rcauon, nretaphor/simile, etc)
C,orunrenrs:

POInts

3. 20%, Structure:
Uslge 5,f qeter, rhyne, and consisrent poetic iomr arc
easily distinguishable.
Comrrnts:

a. 20% Creativirlt
Presentation of poetic fonn is original or unique.

Comnents:

5.20%Pn∞fre」咤 /edth8:
w五
“
rdsPhF skiruluse of v∝abuhり PЮper

implemcnmiOn Of 31'Innur,P10ficienり m Spelhg,
and neatness.

(bn■lrnts:

TotaL



JUN10R′SEN10R H口GH CREATIVE WRIT:NG:ESSAY

EVALUAT10N SHEET

S面 t#:

Evaluation shall be accotdirg to the fo[o,wing cdreria:
poh●

:

I.2磁 De“bp“m Ofs出藤ヴ巌 曖 :

WH“rp“enヽ崚da“ undeismrttbL phts ch"d。 巌。Pぉ .G)nmrns:

2.20`‰助し

濾鷲嵩

`撃

鴨
"bこ
で:"品出Stt h ⅢSen…・

3. 206 Gohecnce:

Detalt an inlpα」。der,なldにlati。1、1lips bel口 t℃ndetaお are cL=.
Go:lm“nts:

4 20%Geadvi凛.
WttrP`e“ 巌10Pt h m hにい品gm″。rmtteSヴ e・
GЭmm■ n● :

5. 20l" Prcofrcading,/editing:
\flriter dbphp skillful use of vocabuhry, proper
rmplenrntrron ol gramnrar, proficiency in spelling,
and neamess.

Comrnents:

To●■



Namc: sm Tiinc:

Sch001: Filish Tiinc:

Date:

JUNIOR HIGH CREATIVEヽ /1uTING¨ POETRY
Michigan Association OfCh五 stian Schools

Scnes“A"

Directions:

1. Print your name, school name, and date on the top left-hand comer of this paper. Do not write
your name on your written work.

2. Use lined paper provided by your test proctor. please attach the finished work to this sheet with
a paper clip.

3. Writing period is 60 minutes. Mark start and finish times in upper right-hand comer of paper.
4. Please use blue or black ink.
5. No reference materials, except a dictionary and a thesaurus, are permissible.
6. Previously written works are not acceptable.
7. Legibility required for evaluation.
8. Poem may be lyric, sonnet, narrative, etc. You may write this poem in free verse or rhyme and

meter.
9. Evaluation shall be according to the following criteria:

a. 20Yo Development of subject/theme: Subject/theme is clearly presented.
b. 20% Language: Word choice and images contribute to understanding the message or

purpose of poem. Proficient use of poetic device (personification, metaphor/simile, etc.)
c. 20%o Structure: The usage of meter rhyme and consistent poetic form are easily

distinguishable.
d. 20%o Creativity: Original or unique presentation in poetic form.
e. 20%o Proofreading/editing: Skillfirl use of vocabulary, proper implementation of

grammar, proficiency in spelling, and neatness.

アヽRITE A POEル10F ANY LENGTH ON THEFOLLOMNG:

A G00D TEACHER



Name:

Scho。 1:

Date

S●■Time:

F血ぬ ■me:

恥7RITE AN ESSAY ON THE FOLLOMNG TOPIC:

WAYS TO SERVE GOD

JUNIOR HIGH CREATIVE Ⅷ T口、G― ESSAY
Michigan AssociaiOn Of(〕 hHsuan SchO。 ls

Senes``ノ 'ゝ'
Directions:

４

５

６

７

８

1 . Print your name, school name,,and date on the top left-hand comer of this paper. Do rrot writeyor:r rxrme on your written work.
2. Use lined paper provided by your test proctor. please attach frnished work to this sheet with apaper clip.
3. Writing period is 60 minutes. Mark start and finish times in upper right-hand comer of thispaper.

Please use blue or black ink.

*_Tf:,y y,.rials, excepr a dictionary and a thesaurus, are permissible.
ffevlollsty written work are not acceptable.
kgibility required for evaluation.
Evaluation shall be according to the following criteria:u 20Yo Development of subjecUtheme:-presents logical and understandable points relatedto the topic.

!. ?9I: Yt,V, SentenceVparagraphs develop the idea stated in topic sentence.c. 20% Coherence: Details are irgod order, and relationships between details are clear.d. 2070 Creativity: presents the topic in an interestinf*?oi *iqu" rtyle. 
- -- -'-

e. 20o/o Proofreading/editing: Siiltful ,.. of ,i"iJary, proper' implementation ofgrammar, proficiency in spelling, and neatness ofmanuscApfform



Name:

Sch001:

S愴■Time:

Fi」sh Time:

Senes“A''

WRITE A POEⅣ10F ANY LENGTH ON THE FOLLOⅥ NG:

FREEDOM

Date

SENIOR HIGH CREATIvE 
Ⅵ狼I「INC‐ POETRY

Michigan AssOcia●On ofChHstian Scho01s

Directions:

Print y° l・ nanle'SCh°°l naine'and date° n the t°p len~hald COnlCr Of thiS pal"r. Do not
、rite yOur nane On yOur wntten wOrk.

use uned paIЮr p:ovided by yOurteゞ proct。 .Please attЮ h.le.五shed work t。 慟is sheet■ゝth a paper clip.

WHthg penOd is 60 minutes.Mark s●
lt and fi」 sh times in upper nl典

t‐hald cOmer ofthspaper.

Pleasc use blue Or black ink

No“trence matcnds,except a dじ 」Ona,ald a hem肛
“
,ae pemissible.Pre宙ously w五■en wOrks ac nOt acccptablc.

LJbilけКqu“dおr ev」Щ」。n.
P°em may belガ C,mnn軋 namtit etc.You may witぬ s pOem in金∝versc or rhymcand nletr.

Evd曖」On shdi be accordi鴨 わ■eお110宙ng“tcHa:
a.20%Deve10pment Ofsubiect/■ eme:Subi∝υtheme is cleally pF"nted
b.20%languge:Word chice md images cOndbute b mdestanding ie message or
purp)Se° fp° em・ PЮ iCient uSe of pOCiC deⅥ I∝ (perso五 ica」 on,metaphor/simile,
etC.)

c.20%Smlctwe:・
「 he“age of meter rhyme and cOnsistent poedcお nn ae easily

disthguishable.

d.20%Creativity:OHgind or uluque p“
sentatiOn in petic ibnn.

e.20%R∞ ieadnノditing:SEllil use of vocabua,,prOper mplementation Of
ganmar,pr。■CienCy in SIЮlling,and neamess.

２

　

　

３

　

　

４

５

６

７

８

　

　

９



Name:

School:

Datc

Stat Time

Fimsh Time:

SENIOR HIGH cREATIVE WRITING¨ ESSAY
Michigal AssOciatiOn ofChHsuan Sch001s

Sencs“A"

″ヽRITE AN ESSAY ON THE FOLLOヽ/1NG TOPIC:

SHOULD CHRiST:ANS FOLLOW THEIR PEERS?

Directions:

1. Print your name, school name,.and date on the top left_hand comer of this paper. Do not writeyour name on your written work.
2. Use lined paper provided by your test proctor. please attach finished work to this sheet with apaper clip.
3. Writing period is 60 minutes. Mark start and finish times in upper right_hand comer of thispaper.
4. Please use blue or black ink.
5. Three elements must be present: a written expression ofthe author,s ideas:a. stated in a thesis in the first paragraptr

b. supported and proven in thrie to five paragraphs
c. concluded with a summarizing paragraph which restates the thesis6. No reference materials, except a dictionary i"a'u tt.**u., are permissible.7. Previously written works are not acceptabie.

8. Legibility required for evaluation.
9. Evaluation shall be according to the following criteria:

a. 20%;o Development of subject/theme: pre-sents logical and understandable points related tothe topic.
b 

?9y:U^n:tyt 
Sentences/paragraphs develop the idea stated in topic sentence.c. 20%o Cohercnce: Details are in good ordei, and relationships between details are clear.d. 2^0%o Creativity: presents the tolic in * interesting and/or unique style.e. 20%o Proofieading/editing: Skillful use of vocabrilary, prop"ii_pl..entation of grammar,proficiency in spelling, and neatress of manuscript fo'#.



iV‖CH:GAN ASSOCiAT:ON OF CHRiSTIAN SCH00LS
ELEMENTARY ESSAY AND POETRY CONTEST

Grades 4-6

TOpics for 2025-2026 Contest:

Poetry:
Essay:

Our Senses

My Favorite Teacher

Guidelines:

Entries shall meet these specific length requirements:
Poetry: 75 - 200 words Essay: 100 - 350 words

2. No more than two (2) poems and two (2) essays per grade may be entered in the statewide
competition. lf desired, each school may hold an in-house contest to determine the best
entries. (Please note enclosed copies of the state judging sheets are included for your use in
your own contest.)

3. Students should be told the topics at least one week prior to writing so that they may have time
to think through what they wish to communicate.

4. Students must submit a handwritten entry that was completed in the school and under school
supervision without adult or student assistance. The student should first write a ,,rough draft,,
copy, make corrections himself, and write a neat final copy. Entries submitted for state
competition must be free of any written comments and corrections.

5. All entries must be completed during a writing period of ninety (90) minutes. Additional time
may be given only to re-copy the manuscript neatly.

6. No reference materials except a King James Bible and a dictionary shall be permitted at the time
of writing. Research may be done outside of class, but no notes may be used during the writing
period.

7. Students must use standard wide rule notebook paper. The finalcopy must be written in blue
or black ink, using only one side ofthe sheet and leaving a one-inch margin from every edge.
Entries may be photocopied for school judging and will be photocopied for state judging.

8. At the top ofthe first page ofthe student,s entry must be the following information: Student,s
name and grade, school na me, city and state, category entered, a nd n um ber of words. Aformal
title page is not allowed.

9. The main judging criteria will be the content, originality and communication of the piece.
Mechanics, such as spelling, punctuation, paragraph structure, poetical form, neatness, etc., are
secondary criteria.

10. Original student entries m ust be received by January g, 2026. Mail entries to Sue Schmig,523 E.
Mason St., Owosso, Ml 48867. All participating schools will be notified of the results and
winners will be awarded ribbons. Original work will be returned to your school along with the
judging sheets so your students may review them.



Name:

ELEMENTARY POETRY'UDGING FORM

Schく)。 1:

Sate: Grade:Cnr

I. Originality, content, and communication (60 points):

A I)oes dre gxm hare a creatire approach to rhe opic? (25 poins)

B. Is the poem uellorganized (conren$) (20 poins)

C I )oes thc dreme or iclea tie the poet,s verses togethcr? (5 points)

D. Is the re,rder lett wirh a "finished" feeling? (5 points)

E. tcvelof work (5 poins)

Totd this section:

II. Poet5. Meclranics (25 points)

A lf the poenr is a rhynre, is the rhyme schenre correcC If rlrere is
no rhyrrc, arc the poeric devices appropriately ued) (5 points)

B. Is rhe merer consisrcnt throughout and appropriate tbr the subjecr/
nrcod? If there is no meter, does the poem flow? (5 points)

C Drxs. the poet hev_e a feeling lbr sound devices other than rhythm
and rhln.re (e-g., allirrarion, consonance, refmin, erc) (5 poinu)

D. Does ll. ryl T"_ 
hrtrry @cluding figures of speech), and is ir

used cttecnvelyt (5 pornts)

E. Is the venification structure correcC (5 poina)

Toal this section:

IlI. Wdting Mechanics (15 points)

A fue spelling, crrpinlization, and punctuadon correct? (5 points)

B. Is dre poem consisrent in tense? (5 poins)

C Is the grint of view consistent d.roughouC (5 poinr)

Toul this secrion:

Total points for the pocm

Clnurnts:



ELEMENTARY ESSAY JUDGING FORM

N,tnre:
SchOOI:

Grii Sate:

I. Originatity and communication (40 poins)

A Does the essay have a creatile approach to a topic or sor/ (30 poina)
B. Do vocabularyand vord uage enhance the thais) (5 poins)
C Is the reader lcft with a 

..furisherl,' 
teeling? (5 pdns)

Totrrl this section;

II. Conrent (a0 pohts)

A Is drc rmin idea nelldeveloped rhroughout the essat' @5 points)
B. Is the essay v,ellorganized? (lO points)

C Is thc point oi vieu, consbtent rhnrughouC (5 poina)

Toal this sectior.r:

III. Vdting Mechanics (20 points)

A Are splling, capimlizrtion, and puncnration conecC (5 poins)
B. Is the sentence structure correr:C (5 poins)
C Is the paragraphing appropriate and correctly done? (5 poins)
l). Is the essay consistent in tense? (5 poins)

Tot:rl this socdon:

Total points for the essay:

Conlnens

Grade:


